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With Christmas approaching we look back 
over a year of change and much activity, and 
forward to a new year of exciting prospects. 
Personally I want to thank all who took some 
responsibility and involvement to progress 
building needs, medical and dental needs, 
education needs, sponsorship needs, and of 
course all the wonderful staff both full time, 
part time, and volunteer help. Without your 
input and time we couldn't function the 
same.  Well done team, you all made a 
wonderful difference and lives were 
definitely changed for the better.  
Each child has put in hours of extra activity 
and study to better themselves and to 

 
 
 
 
volunteer to help different meet Shepherd’s 
Arms community needs. Two such children 
stand out to me this year.  They have been 
with SAF for many years and now are young 
adults. Febe and Irish both came from 
extreme impoverished backgrounds as 
children with little hope. Since being with us 
they have made a huge commitment to 
become a success . Giving their best in all 
areas of their lives has paid off for these two 
young ladies. They each have one more year 
left at University to obtain a four year 
undergraduate degree. A few weeks ago a 
fantastic offer was made for them to have a 
gap year and venture to Australia for an 
experience that will change their lives 
forever.  Currently our Social Worker is 
finalising paper work and visas to allow the 
two girls to go .  
As I look back to the beginning of SAF I never 
would have thought such opportunities 
would be possible for the children. So a big 
thank you to all who have made this possible.  
As we come  towards the season of Hope, 
where we celebrate Christ’s birth, it's our 
goal that the children have a  time they will 
always remember - how special Christmas 

was for them whilst being at SAF. My goal is 
to see the children and staff  experience 
some special Christmas food and gifts for 
themselves and maybe even an outing. For 
Christians, Christmas is celebrated in 
remembrance of the greatest gift given to 
man. This week I read an article from an 
unnamed man stating we shouldn't give gifts 
at Christmas as this was only 
commercialisation of this time of 
celebration. Sadly this is so far from the truth 
as even the first visitors to the baby Christ 
brought gifts from a far we are told, to 
celebrate Christ’s birthday. Much of the 
world will celebrate (even if many don't know 
what they are celebrating). To be able to do 
this at Shepherd’s Arms  we need your help 
and ask if  you will give a little extra to make 
it happen. I remember as a child how special 
Christmas Day was to us and those memories 
remain a part of my life until now. Let's 
together give the same memories to children 
in need, some of whom have not experienced 
a Christmas as we know it. We will give both 
to the children at SAF home and also the 
children outside of the Children’s Home who 
we support throughout the year. 
Approximately 50 gifts will be needed and 
food for that many as well.  
Next year we are expecting to grow in 
numbers as we now have the facility to 
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accommodate this. As we grow so will the 
need for more staff and Shepherd’s Arms 
expenses.  We will focus on increasing our 
food production by way of a Farm. Please 
keep this need in mind as we see it as a 
priority to take us to the next stage at SAF .  
Global economy has been both beneficial 
and a disadvantage to the poor as prices of 
rice and food supplies have increased greatly 
over the last year . The biggest expense at 
SAF children's home is the food (especially 
rice). By having our own supply by way of a 
farm we will also have the benefit of having 
future work for children who are desiring to 
work in Agriculture. Together we can make 
this happen and future proof SAF children's 
home’s needs .  
It's been a privilege to see so many people 
show love and care and sacrifice throughout 
this year to the children. Know this - you 
have made such a difference and we 
appreciate you so much. A lady once told me 
if I give something it wouldn't be a lot and 
what difference would my small donation 
make? Let me say that any help goes a long 
way. All money given goes to the children 
and the day to day needs at the home. None 
is kept for administration other than wages 
paid to full time staff at the home. We run an 
open book policy so anyone may see or 
request where the money goes, and annually 
full reports are filed with the security 
exchange commission of the Philippines and 
the department of Social Welfare. SAF is a 
registered charity and we run it accordingly 
with many volunteers giving up their time to 
make this worthy cause function.  
My apologise for our Facebook site being out 
of operation for some weeks now. As of now 
we are back up and running. Please 
encourage others to follow us on Facebook 
and let's together make 2015 another 
successful year advancing our belief that 
children are our future and so special and 
worthy of our help and attention.  If you feel 
you could help with fundraising either 
generally or for an individual project like the 
farm we need, please drop us an email or 
callus.  Collectively ,we lighten the load on 
each other .  
  
"The Things we do for ourselves are gone 
when we are gone but the things we do for 
others remain your Legacy ".  
 
From us all at SAF we salute you and wish 
you a very special Christmas Season. We 
leave you with this thought. "If you treat an 
individual as he is, he will remain as he is, but 
If you treat him as if he were what he could 
be, he will become what he ought to be. 

Inspire someone to rise above their 
problems. 
At SAF we want your comments and feed 
back knowing each person can add value in 
advancing this worthy cause. Expertise in 
many areas is needed so if you can offer 
advice or help in your chosen field please 
contact us.  
 
Martin 

Your financial support makes 
such a difference.  Thank you for 
your faithful and committed 
giving.   Again, this month the 
challenge is to provide ongoing 
support so that others like Lisa 
can discover God’s promise of a 
future and a hope – Jeremiah 
29:11     

Your support is vital to us. 

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts : 

Shepherd’s Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321  

or in NZ – Shepherd’s Arms Foundation- 
12 3223 0035597 00  

Can you help? 

We are in need of 2 wall clocks. 

Happenings at Shepherd’s Arms 

 

 

  

 

 

Keeping Shepherd’s Arms clean and green 

 

Learning life skills during a day at the beach 

 

Visitors from Calvary Chapel Church, USA 

From the editor: This will be the last 
newsletter for 2014.  We’ll be back in 
February 2015 
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